TO  THE  GE^'EML  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE 

Gentlemen, — 

Your  petitioi^ers  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  feel, 
most  sensibly,  the  many  difficulties  they  are  daily  called  to 
encounter,  in  the  common  concerns  of  life,  for  the  want  of 
a  good  education;  and  this  feeling  is  what  prompts  them  to 
address  j^ou  on  the  present  occasion;  and 

Whereas,  under  existing  circumstances,  we  cannot  hope 
that  our  children  will  be  able  to  attain  to  greater  knowledge 
than  their  fathers;  and,  as  we  are  already  a  great  people,  and 
are  continually  increasing  in  numbers,  wealth  and  power,  and 
•fneans  to  accomplish  and  do  any  thing  that  ought  to  be  done; 
■and  are  cccnpying  a  space  in  the  material  world,  where  Na- 
ture, the  greatest  University  of  arts  and  science,  can  be  stud- 
ied to  tj  Its  utmost  perfection,  surrounded  as  we  are  by  teach- 
-ers,  whose  researches  are  not  confined  to  earth:  and, 

As  we  have  gathered  to  this  place  from  the  various  na- 
tions of  Christendom,  and  are  of  different  languages  and  di- 
alects; of  difforent  customs,  habits,  manners  and  propensities; 
arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  impress  of  early  exam- 
ples; with  but  few  books  in  our  midst,  and  fewer  teachers 
capable  of  instructing  us  from  those  books;  while  the  diver- 
sity of  knowledge  and  language  in  our  midst  is  so  great,  that 
it  is  oftan  difficult  to  trausajt  the  common  and  necessary  busi- 
ness of  life;  and,  unbss  some  general  system  of  education  is 
introduced,  those  dilfic allies  are  likely  to  continue;  and. 

As  we  are  now  in  our  inflnit  State,  just  beginning  to  ex- 
ercise the  jowers  and  prerogatives  that  belong  to  an  inde- 
pendent Government;  are  at  that  period  of  time  when  it  is 
easier  to  guide  the  infant  mind  arighjL,  than  it  will  be  to  turn 
•the  aged  from  their  errors;  and  we  feel  that  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  for  this  State,  whose  inhabitants  are  des- 
tined to  become  very  numerous,  to  lay  the  surest  foundation 
for  a  system  of  general  education  in  its  infancy,  that  the  ri- 
sing, and  succeeding  generations  may  be  benefited,  and  there- 
by become  assimulated  in  their  general  char-acters  and  cus- 
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toms,  and  educations;  so  as  to  produce  a  oneness  of  feeling, 
which  is  necessary  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  we  believe  tliat  more  can  be  etfeclcd  towards 
accomplishing  this  object  now,  than  at  any  future  period, 
and  at  less  expense;  and, 

As  means  are  not  wanting  to  make  a  beginning;  and  though 
it  may  be  small,  wealth  and  facilities  will  increase  with  uie 
increase  of  population  and  emigration,  so  as  to  overbalance 
the  increase  of  our  necessities,  as  a  people;  and  knowledge 
should  increase  with  wealth,  inasmuch  as  no  more  valuable 
means  can  be  devised  for  the  appropriation  of  a  surplus  in- 
come among  any  people,  than  t  j  pronute  edncalun,  so  long 
as  wisdom  exalteth,  and  ignorance  debases;  and  so  long  as 
knowledge  with  a  few  is  liable  to  be  perverted  from  its  in- 
tentions, and  become  oppiessive  to  the  many,  who  are  igno- 
rant of  Its  advantages;  and. 

From  past  experience  and  present  necessities,  we  are 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  sometning  radically 
wrong  in  the  general  and  popular  principles  of  education^ 
among  the  nations  from  whom  we  have  originated;  insjmacii 
that  it  is  very  uncommon  for  any  individual  to  attain  to  any 
thing  more  than  a  common  school  education;  their  colleges 
and  seminaries  being  so  planned,  and  conducted  upon  sucli 
principles,  that  the  rich  only  could  reach  them  with  then- 
gold;  while  their  books  were  so  written,  and  clothed  in  mys- 
tery, and  technicalities,  and  unknown  language,  we  could 
not  understand  them;  so  that  from  the  same  we  could  deriv^e 
very  little  information  during  our  leisure  hours,  on  any  sci- 
ence or  prol'ession;  and  we  have  been  led  to  doubt,  whether 
such  exclusive  institutions  have  been  productive  of  more 
good,  than  evil:  and 

We  believe  that  books,  and  learning  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  on  all  subjects  and  professions,  may  be  siinpliiied, 
and  be  made  more  Godlike,  so  as  to  bring  general  iafonna- 
tion  within  the  reach  of  every  comnon  understanduig  and 
cipacity,  as  well  as  the  various  m3chanic  trades,  or  the  em- 
ployment of  the  farmer;  and  we  feel  that  a  thing  good  in  it- 
self, is  good  for  all  alike;  and  that  if  edueation  is  good  for 
one  man,  it  is  good  for  all  m^n;  and  if  it  is  good  for  moii  it  is 
good  for  women  too;  and  if  it  is  good  for  children,  it  is  good 
for  parents;  and  if  it  is  good  for  young  men,  it  is  good  for  old 
men;  but  the  younger  they  get  it,  the  better  it  will  stay  with 
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them,  and  the  great-er  use  they  can  make  of  it;  and, 

StiideiitvS  ill  pop'ilar  colle:533  a  id  saaiiiiariesare  not  allow- 
ed to  marry,  by  which  many  vices  and  evils,  might  be  anni- 
hilated; or,  if  they  should  marry  during  their  years  of  study, 
they  could  never  graduate,  or  receive  their  diploma;  bnt  we 
are  so  ignorant  of  comnun  civility,  good  maiuicrs  and  cor- 
rect education,  that  we  do  not  know  what  harm  there  would 
be  in  our  goi  ig  to  school  with  our  children,  any  more  than 
there  would  be  in  going  to  meeting  or  the  dinner  ttible,  or 
taking  a  pleasure  ride,  or  an  airing  for  health,  that  we  do  not 
know  any  good  reason  why  we  shoald  n^t  h-ive  the  privilege, 
with  them,  to  imorov^e  our  edncition  daring  the  winter 
months,  when  all  labor  is  suspended  in  our  midst  by  fr.jst 
and  snow;  for  many  of  us  are  not  so  old  yet,  bnt  that  we 
might  learn  many  things  which  might  be  profitable  and  use- 
ful, if  it  was  not  unpopular:  and  if  all  the  citizens  of  a  State 
should  go  to  school,  that  would  certainly  make  it  popular 
enough  for  them;  and 

We  earnestly  desire  that  our  posterity  should  be  learned, 
every  one  of  them,  S3  that  the  learned  professions  may  be 
destroyed  from  their  midst,  and  each  be  his  own  lawyer, 
priest,  and  doctor,  so  that  they  may  not  be  imposed  upon  by 
the  kw  learned,  who  miy  come  among  us  by  chance  or  de- 
sign, and  wish  to  grow  rich  on  our  ignorance,  or  feast  on  our 
labors;  for  intelligence,  liberty  a  id  independence  are  as  sweet 
and  sacred  to  man,  purc'iased  by  hard  labo;,  as  they  possibly 
can  be  to  tlie  rich  bouglit  with  money;  and, 

If  we  do  not  progress,  we  feel  assured  that  it  will  be  a  nat- 
ural conse.]aence  for  us  to  rctrogade  in  the  school  of  intelli- 
gence, and  that  the  simplest  and  m3St  extensive  means  of 
universal  education,  will  be  t!ie  rich3st  inheritance  we  can 
leave  to  our  posterity;  and  that  tim3  is  rapidly  progressing, 
so  that  the  State  has  no  moments  to  lose  on  this  momentous 
subject;  and, 

We  believe,  that  man,  iu  his  most  exalted  nature,  is  self- 
existent,  eternal,  imperishable  and  Godlike;  capable  of  social 
intercourse  with  all  intelligencies;  and  that  so  far  as  we  are 
at  present  concerned,  our  physical  and  mental,  formation  and 
i  iformation,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  passions  and  pro- 
pensities, which  may  be  governed  by  correct  knowledge;  and, 

So  far  as  we  know,  the  best  artists  are  Nature's  children, 
and  universal  Nature  is  the  most  perfect  universal  University, 


?ind  the  most  perfect  knowiedge  of  Nature  tends  ro  the  per- 
fbcti  m  of  mail,  and  all  trae  philosopher  is  ibunded  in  Nature. 
a..d  j.erfeoted  by  Revelation;  and  inider  cxistnig  systems  of 
cdiicaiion,  mdess  the  life  of  man  is  prolonged,  he  must  die 
itinerant  of  ireneial  philcsoj/hv;  and  t!ie  true  art  and  science 
of  living,  and  dying;  and 

In  literatnre.  we  believe  this  to  be  an  age  of  darkness,  and 
n  proper  time  for  reform  in  the  English  language,  which  i& 
rightfully  our  national  institute,  or  speech;  and  which  is 
spreading  abroad  upon  the  earth,  and  extending  its  influence 
far  and  wide;  and  which  nn'ght  be  improved  by  dis}:ensing 
with  all  silent  letters,  as  we  believe;  for,  in  our  ignorance, 
we  know  of  no  use  for  them;  neither  do  we  know  of  any  use 
for  capitals,  serni-capittils,  a'.d  dillerent  forms  and  figures  for 
letters,  designed  t  :)e^pressthL^  same  so:md.  any  more  than  we 
do  the  use  cf  s[.e!li:^g  a  vrord  one  way  and  {.ronouncing  it 
an<  ther,  which,  so  far  as  we  can  comjrehend,  only  tends  to 
confusiun  and  contentions  among  speakets  and  writers;  and 
so  far  as  diversity  of  seiitiment  exists  about  spelling,  and  pro- 
nunciation, it  is  no  m" ore  tlian  we  expect,  to  lind  a  diversity 
of  opinions  about  philosophy,  grannnnr,  rules  of  mathemat- 
ics, and  many  other  things; 

Therefore,  we,  your  p  ;titior.ers,  earnestly  solicit  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  youi  honorable  body  to  the  important 
subject  of  education;  and  that  you  will  incorporate  the  most 
liberal  institution  for  tJie  benefit  of  your  petitioners,  citizei:s 
of  the  State  of  Deseret,  \vhich  may  have  branches  in  all 
parts  of  the  State,  wliere  they  may  be  needed,  and  that  said 
institution  may  prrvide  means,  for  furnishing  well  qualified 
teachers,  and  books  of  the  most  aj^proved  kind,  divested  of 
all  useless  orthography,  or  pronnnciatiju,  together  with  all 
necessary  apparatus,  maps,  charts,  &-c.,  for  instruction  in  all 
arts,  sciences,  and  professions,  and  bocks^and  teachers  for  <\\'\ 
languages,  and  instraction  free,  so  that  the  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  men  women  and  cliildren  throughout  the 
!>tate,  with  your  .petitioi^ers,  and  f  dure  generations,  may 
have  the  privdege  of  acquiring  the  most  perfect  educ.tion  pos- 
sible, and  any  useful  profession,  to  the  overthrow  cf  all  mo- 
nopolies, and  the  prosperity  of  our  glorious  Union;  all  of 
which  is  most  earnestly  and  respectftdly  submitted,  for  your 
consideration,  by  your  petitio;iers. 

./v<i.J  ii^.'j\.      ^cat  ^alt  Lake  Citij,  Fob.  8,  1S50. 


